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SUBJECT: REFUGEE AFFAIRS 

REF: A) STATE 19743; B) SANTIAGO 0410 

1 . EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE AS WELL AS 
UNHCR AND ICEM OFFICIALS RECONFIRMED TO EMBASSY OFFICERS 
TODAY THAT TERMINATION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE'S MANDATE ON 
FEBRUARY 3 WILL NOT AEFECT IN ANY WAY ASSISTANCE TO REEUGEES 
OR THEIR DEPARTURE EROM CHILE TO U.S. OR OTHER COUNTRIES. 

ICEM AND UNHCR PLAN TO CONTINUE ACTIVITIES IN CHILE AETER 
FEBRUARY 3 IN COOPERATION WITH NEW CHILEAN COMMITTEE TO BE 
FORMED. 

2. ACCORDING TO UNHCR OFEICIAL ESTIMATES OF 700 REFUGEES 
STILL REMAINING IN COUNTRY AT END OE JANUARY, AS REPORTED 
IN REFTEL B, HAVE PROVEN ACCURATE. OF THIS NUMBER APPROX- 
IMATELY 200 HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND ARE 
AWAITING TRANSPORTATION. FRG IS EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE 
ACCEPTANCE OF ANOTHER 250 WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. OEFICIAL 
BELIEVES THAT BY END OF FEBRUARY PRACTICALLY ALL OE 
REMAINING CASES WILL BE SOLVED. HOWEVER, HE SPECIEICALLY 
ASKED FOR RAPID DECISIONS ON CASES STILL PENDING EOR 
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